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General Concepts to Discuss

• Curriculum Vitae
• FSM Template 
• Section by Section

• NIH Biosketch
• Section by Section 
• How to use this effectively

• Maintenance



Curriculum Vitae
FSM Format



FSM Curriculum Vitae
• Get examples 
• Use a list format 
• Make this clean and well-spaced –

READABILITY!
• Duplicate entries in fields as 

appropriate
• Keep this up regularly, much 

easier to do if you update this at 
least quarterly

• Email yourself all abstract 
acceptances

• Create outlook folders
• Take pictures of programs/media 

announcements
• Make a folder for all abstracts (title 

and authors)



FSM Curriculum Vitae



FSM CV Example
Curriculum Vitae

















NIH Biosketch
Components and Examples



What is an NIH Biosketch?

•Formulaic part of a research application
•Allows the reviewer to see the qualifications of 
the research team

•Standard format to make review easy and 
unbiased

•A ‘snapshot’ of you, not a complete picture 
•NOT your CV



Sections of the NIH Biosketch
Name
Position Title
Education/Training – chronological order
A. Personal Statement
B. Positions and Honors

• Academic and Professional Honors
• Memberships in Professional Societies

C. Contributions to Science
D. Funding 



NIH Resources: Fellowship 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm



NIH Resources: Faculty 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm



Let’s go through the sections
NIH Biosketch



Education and Personal Statement

• GET EXAMPLES!
• Education

• Include Clinical Training
• Include any other relevant 

educational experiences
• Personal statement 

• your unique qualifications for the 
project

• Aspects of your training
• Prior academic work
• Technical expertise
• Collaborators/environment



Personal Statement Tips

• Customize it to the grant
• Mention the mechanism specifically
• Create a narrative of your expertise
• Discuss why you are uniquely positioned for success

• For mentored grants
• Mention what you hope to learn
• Highlight relationship with mentors
• Highlight past success = future productivity

• Read everyone’s personal statement before you submit a grant
• Need to reflect each collaborator’s role on THIS project

• Can include up to 4 publications



Positions and Honors

• Use a clear format
• Be thorough – include 

all relevant awards
• Explain what awards are 

(e.g. President’s 
award=best abstract)

• Utilize subheadings if 
allowed



Contributions to Science
• What did you learn/discover?

• Important findings/high impact 
work

• Building education
• What skills do you have?

• Examples of specific techniques  
(e.g. cell sorting, economic 
analysis, etc.)

• Show a track record in the field 
of study

• Specifically how this leads to the 
current proposal

• Include a short narrative section
• Bold your name
• Show lines of investigation, not 

one-off’s



What do reviewers look for?

• Are you qualified to do the work you propose?
• Is there a good match between your background and the proposed project?

• Training + Current Activities + Publications
• Are you a good match for the funding mechanism?

• F31/F32 – still in training
• K-award – early career faculty

• Have you been productive in the area of proposed investigation?
• Quality/high-impact, peer-reviewed publications relevant to the proposal
• Likelihood you will publish good science

• Do you have the time?
• What other activities are you funded for compared to the time you propose 

on the proposal



Another Example
NIH Biosketch



Education



Personal Statement



Positions & Honors



Positions & Honors



Positions & Honors



Contribution to Science



Contribution to Science



Contribution to Science



Contribution to Science



Funding



Maintaining your CV/Biosketch

• Make a habit of updating these in real time
• Papers
• Abstracts
• Presentations
• Committees

• Set up your My NCBI page
• Know your Metrics

• H-Index, etc. 



Closing thoughts

• Your Biosketch and Specific Aims page are the two most important 
components of most grants

• Aesthetics and layout Matter
• Create a narrative 
• Sell your role in the proposed research – make the personal 

statement specific
• Edit all Biosketches if you are the PI
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